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(New York Herald.)

There s 5o much Christmas down South

that to treat it adequately it must be se-

ted—that Is to say, ft is only by
pictures in detail that one can give the
gftect of the whole. Bofore getting about
ghom it may be well to say that this love
6f Christmas and the sirenuous obser-
mance of it comps strakht from those
English folk, gentle and simple, who first
peopied Virginia and the Carolinas, and
whose descendants have spread over the
face of the country south of Mason and
Pixon's Nne.

*There's no guch thing as real Christ-
mas now,"” sigh elder folk, white and
Pplack, whose memories run back to the
gay, good days of slavery, Then, In
truth, It waa o two-woeeks' Saturnalia.
No master who respected himseif  or
poped to keep the respect of hix nelghbors
dreamed of asking his black people to do

ore In the month of Liecember than kil
:mu and get up & big Christnas wood-
N'\::hm {he hauling was finlshed a dozen
mxes flow, chopping It in lengihs  for the
big-throated, open fireplaces, Hy and by
there was & procession of stout fellows
with & log or a turn of small sticks on
the shouider, polting up great plles of
firewood beside all the doars.  After every
gxit to the great houss was duly sur-
gounded, the back plazias filled and chips
banked high in the eaddle-roon, great
aticks and small begun to be heaped
ut the cabin doore. Hy the time they
wrere all ' fully furnished the mountain
pof & woolplle wWis sensibly  smallar,
though far from exhausted. Usually this
eama to pass about midday of December

- CLOEE TIES

Without experfence of it, It is almost

-posaible to credit how warm close

as ‘the tie between mustor and glave,
fThis, of course, where the MASICrs were,
ps was in the case with pinety-nine in the
hundreed, full of kindly consideration for
their Black people. The few cruel ty-
yants who disgraced the name and
Brought discredit upon the kindllest class
under the sun wera looked al askance
Ly their neighbors.

Nagurully, then, 10 the mars of slaves
their masters’ concerns wers as much
8 matter of interest and pride ns they
were to thoss affected by them. Hesldes,
the durky 18 & born gossip, lkewise n
born dsteotive, The shrewdest match-
making mamma was not quicker to de-
tect serious Intentions In & promising
poung-man  visitor. Where there were
young ladles In  the greal  house
the youmg-man visltor was mighty
plentiful about Christmas  time, He
came from  far and near—ofign
#cross  three  counties.  He rode o
high-stepplug horee, and was nice in the
guatter of equipage. Often he brought
plong his own black  boy, lkewlse
gnounted, and carrying behind him fat,
bulging waddle bage, stuffed with his
gaster's wardrobe, For the young man
pame (o stuy at leust the weck—most
Jikely the fortnight, uniess he “got the
pack” from the object of his affections,
mnid #o rode away in a furfous huff,

Often, too, the old negroes went visiting

en thelr awn account. No time like
K'hristmas for o tr k to old Marster's,
ste the sister or brother who
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‘;.-I boen glven to some other branch of
ghe family and so lved, maybs, twenty
pulics nway., Duly mouned, tricked out
In Sunday best, with all sorts of queer
bundles ngling here and there, and
N ciarpet-bog, t to bursting, swung ot
the horn of the saddle, Black Daddy and
Dilack Mummy rode a-Christmasing-and
it the journey's end were as weleome 1o

Fehites as to hlacke,
IN HOUSE AND KITCHEN.
Nightfall brought swarms of wvisitors,

Poth to house
Rhere was n

and kitchen, Very often
Innee In both as scon as It
peas fairly dork, In every cabin there
svern lnughter, singing, nnd good cheer
Bn many of them revelry went on through

the night. The dancing lasted maybe to
B o'clock; ter that there was singlng
to the acrompaniment of a gourd banjo,
wwith, Liter, tulestelling iIn the
Right w 1re,

Th g among the slaves sang and
prayed the nicht through, Dut their
piety i not tuke the form of a prohl-

Bitlon rentiment. With a psalm yet hot
in the mouth they were us ready as their
fellows to troop up ta the great house
pt daylght snd drink thelr share of
Christmas egrnog.  Smgll blame to them
gither, #ince the cgengx of those days
was a mighty seductive thing to any who
b.v'l a niee tuste in drinks

To make 1, cges us fresh as possible
mrere broken, the yolk separuted from the
white, then white and yalk whipped to

foumn that would stick if you turned the
Euwi containing them bottom upward,

Vith the yoaiks went lght, live, brown
gigar fresh fram a Loulstana plantation.
Mhen the mixture becume a muss of
greamy froth, the whites wers stirred
Lightly in along with a dash of grated
putmeg and a little French brandy, After
g minute of tossing together, one person
poured in whiskey while another stirred
the compond. Gurgle! whish! whip! was
!l you heard for three minutes—then the
Vig howl mantled over with a drink fit
for the mods, If you had sugiested put-
ting in milk to bne of those old-time
eavnog makers you would have certainly
written yourself down as lacking in the

nowledps most essentiid to a guntleman.

“Ah, me! They are desd, thoss fine,
ol gentlemen=gnd thelr epoch with them.
Yiere or there one lMugers sighifip with
Fals=tan:

“There live mot three good men un-
panged in England=and one of them
grows fat und oll"

Thelr race survives—the New South s
L;\'igf..r wa, if not so plcturcsque, as
olil.

THIE DAY DEFORE CHRISTMAS,

“hristmas money” is an essentinl of
seasoti, Everybody goes to town, as
piuch to make as to spend it. By con-
pequence the slecpy small clties wake up
Ro nimost metropolitan Hveliness for the
weceding the hollday.

L]

fwo of theee dava
Mo vee the whaole Yife of the reglon It 19
puly necossnry 1o stand the day through

wpon a frequented mreet corner and look
nt wha wnes unfder the eye. Watch
pood fellows rushing down
r the most part they are
ruddy facrs, and alert

have on overcoats, a trife
o for wear, nnd trousers of heavy
$eans, tucked inte high, muddy boots,

u F
h hale,
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They ure plunters en a small scale, and
Pound all for the factor who ia to handle
fhelr erops, wnd from whom they hope to
Kot un awlvance of cach necedsary to the
Ume, Tney are laughtng and chafling
rocklessly one with anothér, but In half
:,'ht' faces there s the shadow of anxious
bk, Thon

sre the unlucky ones who
Bave aleeady drawn on thelr crops. Buome
one says: “Come on; let's have a drink

rfare we tackle them fellowa at the
Merehouse' Instantly the throng dives
throuzh a convonlent door, not into a

Bl t A grocery store, where a litle
Jater much of their money Is to be spent,
'}jr--k---p r of it weleomes them warmly.
Whey vanish again up a darkish stalr to
s . bare room, where they find bot-

Urs, glasses, and the best of old whiskey,
The propriector may sell what stuff .I:e
Pleasen. Woe to him financlally, though,
it the Nguor he kuops for treating be
Bot of the best. Ordinarily he would
drink with them. To-day he has no
Nime for such courtesy, Already he has
:.,m:m FEES enoukh to overrun three big

arh-tubg, and butier cnough to flll o
hogshend, Plles of dried fruit, too—ap-
Vies, peaches, blackberrles, cherrios—to
Buy nothing of scaly barks, chestnuts,

of ginseng along with the nute
Uban & time the ‘seng diggers were low
darkiss have taken up

:
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often for much ltss than they would fetch
n week later, or what they might have
brought o week earlier, In hardly any
of the towns do shipping facilities admit
of sending such freight to a higger mar-
ket, 5o when the local demand s glutted
it is impossible sometimea to give away
what has coma In late
THB “EXTRY CRAP."

Tt in o slght to see a darky feteh in
the extra crop. Often he has but two or
three hundred pounds, so ke feels that
it would be rank extravagance to pay toll
for a wagon, when his slide goes free at
bridge and toll-bar. The slide is home-
made,® an cxaggerated rough sled, with
standards at the sides. BSometimes o
mule Is the motlve power, somelimes a
yoke of oxen, or even o single one. The
driver walks beside it, with often his
whole family trooping In' his wake, "gwine
ter see de crap sole,” and take a hand In
spending what It fetches,

The driver is a stout lad, blacker than
darkness, with garments patched to the
degres that you cannot imagine them hold-
ing one patch more, He has ths rope
line about his wrist, and “gee-haw'a" and
“hup up dar's” in the most approved
teamster fashion, yet the mule he drives
paye not the smallest heed to him. In-
stead, she pleks her way to sult herself,
now and then glancing out of the tall of
her eys at her owner, who walks on the
other side.

“Dat dar Nance mule, ghe gut sense—
you hear me?' he says to his wife, who
trudges at his clbow, “Dest look at ‘er
now! Aln't none ‘er dem blg wagin teams
gwine crowd her cuten de smoove road.'

“Nance er good critter, 1 d’know whut
us would do ‘dout 'er,” the woman says,
with something like a sigh, Indeed, she
doss care for Nance, next to her
children; but to-day It hurts to see her
draw a burden so lght. But last summer
wis #0 dry—she gets no farther on her
thought. Already ehe Is painfully con-
sclous of how little the ‘extry crap” Wil
bring—and there are so muny needs to
supply with I

Poor mother! Who shall blame her If,
when ghe stands jingling the scant colns
in her hand, she forgets all about the
pecessaries, and makes a wild leap into
the unnecessirica? She has so little; ehe
wants #o much! Contrive as she might,
ghe could not get a garment aplece for
har flock. What wonder If she leaves them
to happy rags and tatlers, buylng for
one a top, another a red, tin trumpet, o
{hird, a horge on wheels, a fourth and
fifth, dolls and gtrings of beads; and for
all fire-crackers n-plenty, and candy out-
vying the rainbow, The big lad whe drove
had powder and ehot for his gun; the
mother takes her own share In o palr of
red, worsted wristlets, and sugar for
Christmas cuke. Flour, butter, eggs, und
meat she has already planned to get from
the pianter's wife.

DAY AND NIGHT,

All day long, and up to almost midnight,
the bargalning and chaffering goes on.
The bigger buyers make an end of pur-
chasing, and are away by sundown at the
lutest. But the lower mass, to whom this
day Is o glimpse of fulryland, lingers,
swaylng hither and yon, laughing, gossip-
ing, calling one to another, untll the doors
shut in Its face.

Nobody thinks of sleeping Christmas-
night, save a few of the quleter white
folk, All along the highway thére fs a
constant  fusillade., Guns, plstols, fire-
crackers keep up a llvely racket, By mld-
night or o little luter every blackamith-
ghop rescunds with the boom of {ts anvll,
churged with powder, and touched off
with a string fuse, Every plaatation and
almost every farm has its Christmas gun
to answer the Christmas cock-crow. It 1s
only o hollow log, in which a half-pound
of gunpowder Is plugged tight, and ex-
ploded with a greasy twine, fired at lehst
ten yards oif, Iiut the nolse of it Is lke
a pretty respectable fleld-plece—and noise
{é the thing when it comes to Christmas
fun. Here or there an intrusiva person
who wants to put on frilis touches off a
rocket

Oddly, for all Its Christmasing, the
habit commercial gift-making has
small root in the Bouth, That is to say,
the hoMday's approach docs not make It
neopsaary for you to go and bankrupt
yourseif buylng for other people the
things they wowmdd rather not have In
arider to escap belng shamed when they
bring you equally unwelcome gifta, This,
of course, outside the eitles, which have
everywhera a habit of grinding Lumanity
to thelr own dead level
CHRISTMAS HEE AND “FESTIRUL"

Among the darkies the habit of makh
&\t for gift has got a foothold it has
attalned among the whites, Every church
of note, and nearly every school, has a
Christmas-tres and fastival—and he or
she I8 Indeed mizerable who does not get
at least one gitt from the laden boughs,
Consequently. thers arc all sorts of recl-
procity treaties—not understom], as is the
habit of folk higher In sockil scale, but
expressed In good set terms and under-
gtood to be «f binding force,

1f it 18 & school tres there = frée donr—
that 14 to #ay, any one who chooses to do #o
may oome in and ask to have his gifts
distributed, Thes churches have an eyve
mingle to temporal ns well ns spiritual
profit, &5 demand a nickel for entrance
money, anl run the “side table' (o make
up the pastor's arreara of salary.

The elde table desnerves o separate parn-
graph, The church or the echool-house
f5 umfnlly a4 blg squars log etructurs, with
tiny windows, u deor at one end, and n
big, vlcl:’ub atove somewhers near the
other, drdmarily  unpainted  wooden
benchea, someatimes hacklese, fill the floor
gpace, For the festlval, a fow are ranged
primly  about wall, the others set
out doors. One corner of the house is
left benchless, and there two emply bar-
rels upbear the vough planks that consti-
tute the side table, A white cloth drapes
it; there 15 a box or bowl for change set
#0 high and fur back as to be beyond
danger of saatehing. The table's whole
surface is piled with gay candy, bunches
of raisins, oranges, Risses, Uny sweet
cake®, bought of the confectioner In town,
besides all manner of cake, ple, and cus-
tard that it hath entered into the mind of
the church sisters to concoct. Two or
three deacons stand in the little three-
cornered space behind.  Later, “Brudder
Paschure” himself will take a hand at
selling—not so much from Christlan comity
dud wish to share the deacons' labors as
to assure himself that the late receipts,
which are always the heavier, are not
diverted from thelr legitimate desting-
tien,

of

THE TREE.,

The tree Itself Is a young pine or cednr,
cut from the woods around, and set up a
little in the front of the stove. The stove
18 always red-hot, though the night may
be mild encugh for May. Sometimes the
fostival comes off Christmas Eve. It Is
much Nkeller, though, to be Baturday
night of the Christmas week., Indeed,
there s the most amicable vniderstanding
betwixt the different schools and churches.
Each I8 anxious to have a crowd, so Is
at wll possible palns not to conflict in Its
cholee of a night with the neighboring
schools or congregutions.

Bometimes good fellowshlp goes even
further, and decorations from an early
tree are lent to bedigen a later one, Bome
tricky souls play, or try to play, the same
game with thelr presents, but are gen-
erully come up with by some soclal sleuth
und covered with merited confusion. In
the way of decoration there are some fear-
ful and wonderful effects. Tiny fags,
the relles of hot campalgns; old sash
ribbous, bedraggled red plumes, battered
Chinese lanterns, and snippets of red
flannel are among the things that help
o make guy this wonderful tree, Of

tree, In which
2‘101. 1s stripped of Its many manner of
fruit, they know that they can dodge
inside and get a share of the Ing—
and, after |:’I1-i marching is the real

e festival,
“::hdm not begin until well on to 11
o'clock. The babel has not died away,
but n big fellow stands very straliht in
the middle of the floor, shouting aloud:

“March! March! Genﬂr:!um! Ladies!

o gwine march wid me?’

w.:t ﬁ- words the throng somewhat
parts and packs until there t5 a roundish,
clear space anbout him. He stands with
arms half akimbo, his fest set solidly on
the floor, his eye ranging the huddled
women's faces, The younger ones glggle
and cry out, pushing one apother In &
feint of sending some one to the caller's
glde. Eaeh is burning to be chosin, but
nobody wants to secm 60 Indelicate as
to make individual a general invitation
to march, While they waver it s agaln
proved that she who hesltates is Jost.
Aunt 'Riah Winston, who 18 tall and
gtout, and 5, If he |= a day, has taken
her ponderous stand at the man's elbow,
and says with a lttle disdainful sniff:

“ipear lek ter me, y'all young gals
aint got de sense you oughter been borned
wil, Let anybody stan’ an’ balg an'
balg for pardner, lek dat, sint whut you
done come yere fer ter be'

“Come 'long—de res' er y'all,'” the man
ghouts impatiently. “Me an' Aun’ "Riah,
us kin et you de fine step.”

“Don' you cross yo' Inlgs, Tom Bally,”
Aunt 'Riah pdmonighes, “ease ef you
does, 1 sho' is gwine et down an’ lef’
you by yo'se’f. Dat whut make de dif-
funce in marchin’, an' dat dar daincin’
us uster do when us nll wus sinners—
still in de caul er bitterness, an’ de gobs
of inlquity. T not gwine ter lose my
"lgion fer none er yo' festibuls”

Slowly, solemnly, timed by n droning
chant that might beflt a death dance,
Tom and Aunt ‘Riah maoke almost the
round of the floor before a foot stirs to
follow them. The others are measuring
the pace. In two Lreaths they cateh #,
and are off after the leaders, The chant
fs wordleas—a gort of wild undulation,
running Into minors, then shrilling up
to keen, pierclng blasts of soundd.

Momentarily 1t quickens. Fust, faster,
faster fly the feet. Now to the watching
eye the march Is a phantasmagorial pro-
cosslon, ever hasting, never resting. Now
and again a palr drop out, hasten to the
gide table, and gulp down big glasses of
lemonade or clder or ginger beer. Then,
It his pocket permits, the mun buys some-
thing edible, which the two of them de-
vour ng they sit upon one of the benches
coutslile, When the lust crumb hans disap-
peared they are ready to march again,
times, though rarely, there 18 &
of partners In such interludes
The march Nsell never halts, 1t ls broad
daylight—quite 7 o'clock In the morning—
before the assembly breaks. It's compo-
nent parte stream home 1o bed, slesp un-
i1l noon, then get up and go hunting or
to n qullting, or to the crosg-roids store
for a bit of fing gossip.

TURKEY WALKING,

Though not pecullar to the hollday time
the turkey walk Is one of its fuvorite
gports, Sometimes the participants are
white; sometimes, though motre rarly,
blick, In exceptional cases & black fel-
fow s asked to Juin the game with th
whites, whom he has known familinrly
all his life, and toward whom he cherishes
a friendiiness that Is warmly reciprociie!

Usunlly the soene la the nelghborheod
gtore; the times an afterncen In Ch
mastide, Turkeys will not sell at any
price in town; In consequence se who

have mores than they ecare to ent are put
to It a8 to how they rhall profitably dis-
pose of them, The sloreReepor age 1o
tuke them In trade, and scon has o coop
erammed with fine, fat Llrds. Then, as
the yvoung fellows straggle In, he expa-
tintes upon thelr plumpness. Lefore long
some one ¢ries ouls

“Oh, T eny, fellows! Let's have er tur-
key walk, an' er supper after it

Soon prellminaries are arrungel. They
are of the simplest—morely rottling whers
the stake shall stand and driving it firm
in earth; then deciding upon what the
entrance money shall be.

“Dime entratice when ye walk fer hens;
fifteen for gobblers the leader of the
sport at Iast announces. *“Git er blind
rag, somebody; that yonder ole #un Is
beginnin® ter nod”

PRELIMINARIES,

A tlg handkerchief iz routed out. The
best whittler among them Is chipping
away for Ufe at a 1ot of pegs. The #take
stands twenty yvards from the starting
mark, As many sturters as will make
up in entrance money & fale price for
the fowl are to be Windfolded and walk

ns near to the #take as thelr senee of

diroetion will lead them, Ench steps
twenty vards, then sticks his peg in
earth where he halts, He who come
ne it the murk Is declared winner of

the hird.
“Draw straws for first go,” the leade

snya, nodding toward the storokes
who has the strows already in

The five who are to walk for the plump
hen fluttering In the grasp of on enthu-
slustlc byvstander snateh at thelr lots,
note the length of them, then line up
beslde the mark, walting for the start,
The walker, g are blinded,
1s turned three times sround, then bid-
den to go stralght to the stake. When
he staris exactly away from it o laugh-

after

Ing shout warng him of his mistake,
Listening, he grows more than ever
confused, All sense of direction leaves

i, he turns at right angles to his first
course, and at last sticks his peg nenrly
the whole twenty stops awsy from !h-'
stike,

The walk goes on till a dozen birds ars
won. Then there Is n ery for blnek
Simon, known the countrys'de through
ax the best hand at a turkey supper.
He gathers up the fNuttering prizes and
bears them off In triumph, About mid.
night, by help and grace of Aunt Dinah,
his wife, he will gerve them to a bachelor
company, ronsted (o a turn, brown, ten-
der, juley, bursting with shvory stufling.
and flanked by such light, sweet hot
biseult, such steaming, fragrant coffes
that In ths face of them gluttony be-
comes both a duty and a virtue,

BEEF-SHOOTING,

There are other Christmas hazards, fa-
vorites fram time Immemorial, Shootlng
for boef I8 one of them. In essence, {t is
a raffle, where the tickets are rifle-bul-
lets, the element of chance, or rather the
determinmg factor, the marksman's skill,
or lack of it. The beef, still on foot, s
appralsed by hls owner at such g sum,
The amount s portionsd In chanccs, of
which ench taokes as many as pleases
him. Each chance means &0 many shots
at the target, He who first plumps the
oentre takes any of the “five gholees,™
which are hind quarters, fore quarters,
hide, and tallow.

The store or the blacksmith's shop 1a
usually the scene of It For target there
{s a bare board, chalked In elrelea about
the bull's ege. Sometimes blass balls
and shotguns come into play, but the
better sort of marksmen hold strietly to
the oM way, shooting with the rifle,
elther off hand, at fifty yands, or from a
rest at 100, Often enthuslasts spend a
whole long afternoon burning powder
over a single earcass. The first winner
may put his prize up to be shot for again,
In fact, irate wives have been known to
affirm that thelr husbands wasted more
ammunition over a lean, long-horned steer
than the creature was worth twice over,

FOX-HUNTING.

A Christmas fox-hunt differs from other
fox-hunts mainly in the fact that the
huntsmen have been at great pains to
make certaln of & quarry and greater to
assure themselves that the quarry shall
be one which can run long and well—that
s to =ay, u red fox. The creature is not
too plentiful, bt all the fall hunters

the animal has been put In a cage big
enough to allow plenty of exerclse, care-
fully fed and tended, 8o as to have him In
prime condition, Then along toward the
last of Christmas weesk wonl goes about

stride. Nowhers else In the world Is there
$0 excellent o type of road riding, nor one
thal, in my poor judgment, 5o well be-
comes the park parade.

Though they are out for & holiday,
these riders have no hollday look, or
at least have the look only In thelr faces,
they have not breath enough for full
gmutched out of all smartness. It s
well understood, you see, that Pug will
lead them through brush and brake and
brier; that taere are fine chances of
getting mired In the swamp, or being
pitched headlong into a Jurking mud-
hale. 'The hounds are running so fast
they have not breath enough for  full
cry. Om they dash, Riley's big blue
Rattler leading, with Lady at his ear,
They have swept through the sccond
field, Pug has not lost his presclence.
He I8 heading for the blg ereek, five
miies away, Its bluffs abound In crannled
caves, running and winding so deep In
the earth that i{f once he galns them he
is eafe from all pursult,

Ta reach them he must cross long
breadths of open. Now the chare has
crashed over another fence Into o whent-
fielid, The young grain shows a faint-
green vell over the sodden earth, In which
the horses sink fetlock deecp, No wonder
the pace beging to toll.  Unele Jack
Johnsan, free man of color, who came
out with the rest, bonsting, “Jack he
gwine siny yere long as de's dawyg ter
run,’” has already thought better of It,
and gone disconsolate awav. The young
dogs, ton, begin to tall, albeit they have
run &carce half an hour. The run has
been o scorcher—thelr sappy muscleas gnil
puppy fat eannot endure It. But Rattler
and Lady, and Muste, the ghant of black
nnd tans, keep at it as though they had
breath of steam, sinews of stocl,

Take it for all and all, thers Iz pn
other land or tims wherein Christmas [s
more Christmasy than In the Bouth lying
maolety of these United States.

e

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS,

Anglomanin Has Its Hoota o the Cockle
of Bome American Hearta,
(Ccrreapondence of the Dlspatch.)

NEW YORK., December 15.—"All my
holly and mistletos {fmported from
England,” announces one of New York's
eminent florists,  When nsked why, ho
gald: It s=lln bettor and at  hisher
pricea.” The florist may not be an anzle-
miniae, but he |5 8 wid enough to nnd
thiat his customers are. A mores patriotic
florist denounces not only the scheme, but
the truth of his rival's ptatement, offering
to give him % for one spray of genulns
English holly plcked from hls now rea
nssartment.  What the outcome of ' the
contest will he the publie will probably
never Know, but the fact is palpeble that
the forelgn decorations are selling rapid-
1.
Mra. Anzon Fhelpa Btokea always Im-

are

L poris the holly for hep Christmnos dinner-

table, and so does Mrs, Bradley Martin
when she takes her Christmas turkey in
America—which In geldom The Astors
ond Mre. Porun Btevens got big hoxes of
toth of the Hsh productions from their
relatives, who live the and I8 rumor-
ol that M » Gould =t a =lmilar
aorder ot a London torlst this fall fur {hs
holiday decoration of her Lakewood home,

SNOBBISH REASONS,

In réegard to the holly, the
have it imported wrises from §
qimons, for the Amer
and leaf are as fine as nature
tm. It = different with the
The domestle product does not
the foregn growih In efther quuali
colort In the Southland, whers
former nbounds, the berpiys are small add
white,

It grows in meagre clusters, and the
fruit Is more scattered. Therefore, ans can
forglve the “Englishism” that reaches to
mistletoe, though It comes very high, not
only In growth, but price, the New York
florist recelving $15 and 80 for one ball,
This would probably strike n southerner
ag riffeulous, when It Is remumbered How
the celling can falrly be fest I with
it, all for the hire, at 35 cents a day, of
two little negroes, who remain to “tack”
it up, and afterwards partake of the din-
nir.

But this American milstletoe
how un-Enpl=h it 15 will for
ture  of decoration for gome
cherche dinners in New Yoric

Cng fashionnble woman s
of mistletoe over the tablo,
shaps of o star, heroie in =ize, Incan-
descont lnmps sentiersd through i, and,

Giiw

10

Jeglre

no matter
1 the fea-
Fis=

us the gll=tening berrles are very o
flective, the gtar shines with a soft, dirf
fused light. A mirror in the centre of (he

tuble throws back the polnts of lght,
the table decorations will be
white roses und holly, Thia Is one
happlest plans T have gathered,
RUSHING THE SEASON,
Eanster lillas are to be used by some
This 12 somewhnt “rushing” the scason,
as the use of kolly al Thanksgiving wae,

wowls of
of the

but the finwers have bevn foroed by the
florists, and many &rs being bought. The
churches are not inelinel to this plan, as

thiy feel the distinetive assc
Hiles with the Resurrection-Dy
of fact, church dig

tion of t
¥. In point
matjon in fts exg

and elaborate senee ¢ golng o t
from n Inck of love or generosity, but o
broader fTocling of charity. The poor of

New Yorik are In too serio
¢ Christlan folk, to Jus
o] dollars upon

are, the contritae
stmas gilt o the organized socletios
One florist told me that where Graee
church’s ovider for decoration had former-
Iy been from $09 to 5700, it wos restricted
this yeur to §20),

Eyven thuose who would send handsame
flowers are requested by the pastor to put
the money Into bread for the hungry ones
of the East Sile. The two most promi-
nent florists here have given up all church
orders, arguing that the demand doesn't
pay for the time. But the florlsts are bet-
ter able to #tand the loss t thapoor,

The ehancels will be twined th simple
feshlon with smilax; ferna will be placed
for the day about the altar, and white
roses ornament the pulplt, Al churches,
no matter how fashionable or wealthy,
say the decoration will end thers,

H. HALLMARK.
—_— i
A Christrams Carol,
(New York World)
Dark are the days, ths nights are long;

Alithe summer's Joys are done,

Yot in our hearts we keep the sun

And raise o cheerful song.

Bare Is the world, or desp In snow,

Yet are our souls aglow;

\\'lm‘ ’Fc" i# this, what still mysterious
rolee,

That calls; “Rejolee! ejoloe!™

It Is, that on the weary earth
With every dylng year,

A great hope dawns, & glorfous birth
Returns our rouls to cheer,

Aguin, agaln, the Eternal Child,
The \'Irﬂa Mother mild,

Ring ’}uy- lls, clear through tha frosty

nir;
Ring gladness everywhere,
Bound, graclo 8 that h
il us i a eavenly word

In Belhlahm.
D{anml of wandaring herds heard,

hen angels spake with them. .
“Pence, peace on earth to falthful men,"
byt B Bl et

A ay, let rijolee |
Whate'er m’:v.lr form o t:::d.
Pence be, and . Ay, thon seom
To wortd-wo’r:’ er;: and ﬁrr
Across dark of strife and tears,
Only a heavenly dream.
Divine, divins, our souls 1 hold
Those lrnclm words of ald;
Mﬁt‘n&m peace to men—the halt, the
The poor, nuy, all mankind,

a condition

of wers il

n_  goan as »

and |

NEW YORK, December 15, —~There 1s
nothing nowadays more in demand for
receptions than a mousse, chocolate, or
coffee,

gerved In danty gold-fluted cups, such
as Mrs, Rockefeller owns, It is ncctar
for the gods, appealing hoth to taste and

slght,

Mere 18 the reclpe: Whip a quart of
cream, draining |t wely scrape fine an
ounce of chooolate and put Into a small
frying-pan with three tablespoonfuls of
sugar and one of bolling water; stir it
over a hot fire untll 1t Is smooth and
glossy—that 13, about five minutes; then
add a scant cupful of sugar and the
whipped cream. Stir gently vntll the in-
gredients are well mixed, Turn the whole
into a three-quart mould, which has becn
packed In lce and salt; throw a bit of
carpet over the tub and set it away In a
cool place for four hours, when it Is
ready ta be turned out. It must not be
stirred, About fifteen pounds of lee will
be necéesary to freeze it
In whipping the cream, it must be done
with short, light strokes, whather a
whisk or g churn ls employed, and the
cream, after belng whipped, must be well
drained over a gluve, for If any lquld re-
mains the mousse will not have a fine,
soft appedfhnce, The dish which holds
the cream you are whipplng must be
placed In another which has eracked lee
in It, The cream will then froth more
easily and quickly.

To make n coffee or enfe mousse, add
to the whipped cream a cup of strong
coffes, sweetened, Hulf a pint of cream,
whippel; a quarter of a cup of coffes,
and sugar, makes a cafe mousse suf-
ficlant for four people, and costs not over

2 conts
A MARRON-IPARTY.

The French have a pretty wony of
serving roast-chestnuts, which Mre. Cor-
nellug Var it will Introduce at o
young-folks during the holldays, A
bag or sachit gearier silk,  thickly
wivlded mlly oval, 15 provided,
nbout fift s one way by seven
the other, g not unlike o
ton-o when fat, only it is roundsl at

both enids and open at one, A loose cover
of lace or pretty drawn-work s shinped
over the bag when it hus buven filleil with
the roustod chestnuts, stil in thele rusty,
brown coats, hot from the oven or th
niihes ¢ » 8ty As qulckly as

oF roasted chestnuts, to be in
must be plping hot—the mald

it tha bag lald on a silver sildver,

f caver a pot of fresh butter

ledd, The gueets o turn slip thewr
1o the opening of the bag, taking

therefrom o bandiul of chestnuts, which
the laposit on thele plates, lightly break-
It vwindy the erackling hulls with thelr

fingera, Than, holding the sitin-like Kernel
in ths k put o hit of 1} on 1t
with a smail stiver Kalfe, and thus eat
the nut, In o« ri ta the bag, two things
mu4t be horne in mind—It must bhe made
to excldde the nlr as much as dibln,
pening must be sufllcfently large
it the hand easlly,

A DATE-PUDDING,

The scason of sugar and sples and all
things nice, mcloding mince-ples and
puddings, ls &t hand. A reclpo for a date-
pudding, = aver by o friend now visit-
ing b Doy Finglund, mny come In
quite approg 1 mer gocaslon,
especinlly ns | io niake and quite

ensive,

ke one-quoarter of n pouml of suet,
flour and brown sugar (*orte KRico), one
pound of dates, and o gquarter of o nut-
meg, grated, Chop thoe suet very fine,
stone, and eut up the distes, and mix
nll t ingredients well together, maois
ing with ns little water ns ible,

med dlish
FANNY DART.
B o
A TEN CENT CHRISTMAS.

A Chenp But Jolly Festival for the Nare
aery ut Yule-Tide.
(Written for the IMspatch)

Many fond papas and mammas will be
forced to pass by the & counters of cast-
fron toys and French dolla this Christmas
a5 limes continue “so hard."”

four hours in a butt

lut the nursery, ot ast, may bo

1 ¢ Jubilsnt at tl Yule-tide with a
cheap but Jully festival, The five- and
ten-cont counters offer a tempting arrsy
of economics for the little ones. There
aie can purcha n dozen slag marbies
for one in A

| b will not yet
| . " nnid
I five dugen cust but Hve

s, with six cakes
hea, fur-
AMmuac-
i W Lon,
, and i diminu-
i, varylug in

with dre
puper Jdoll furr

ot of tene

dallis

k& may bie 1

conts, A tiny s«
| std a Jdimea, and a
i contain Blx pone

e, Oran red, and purple, only

4 {0 ene nl

Come

|  Hoap-bubbl #% (two for a penny)
muy  be very acceptable o ac-
| eompanied by three of four hottles of
| colored water for the making of unted
| bubbilis
l Lt n so-tonl packiage of dlamond
Bl a ol for Easter egg pur-
! DM=malve the dyve In warm wate:
b § & few drops coering, und stiffen
| » mixture with I » vueh shade
vial and w wanted for

in n scparate
i

ng bubble only a Is pourdd
inte & basin of arm_ water, and the
bubhle-blowing mixture i8 made, Children

never weary of bdbble-blowing, snd the
various tints are o pleasing wvariation
which the little ones will appreécinte,

The calico dog und gibgham cat
!' always a varlety with babykins, and the

munerous varletiea of printed called la
to be cut out and stuffed and dressod in
the clothes that go with them, offer an
evir new field for rag-dcll selections,

Ten cents will buy as much stiek candy
as the youngsiers ought to ecat, and the
chililrén seem to prefer pepperment stick
candy to F h bonbons for sume ex-
ceilent Infontile reason.

MARY MAXWELL

. —_—— ————
A MEXICAN CHRISTMAS CUSTOM.

Tradltlonal Observances That Associate
Themseivas With the Day in the U, S,
(Written for tha Dlspatch.)
Amerien {5 not rich (n foast-day cus-
toms. Ther: are few traditional observ-

ances that assoclate themselves with
Christmas In the United, States, There-
fore thuse who have guests on thelr

hands and wish to be original this year
are looking up festivals of other climes,

Mwo soclal entertalners who purport
giving large Christmas-night parties, met
lately over a § o'clock cur of teas. They
formed themselves Into a committie of
ways and means to astunlsh thelr guests
with unlque forclgn observances,

“Now, you have travelled so extensive-
ly,” sald one, 'ba generous eénough to
remamber something lateresiing for me
to have., Oh! 1 have It," sne eagerly
addel, “Pilucky little Japan is In vogue
now. You have been there. Tell me
some of thelr Christmas rites!"”

‘Christmas In a heathen country?’
laughed the traveller,

“Oh, dear!” said the other, *1 had for-
gotten that., How wtupld of them not to
keep the Zth. They are such artistic
creatures I am sure they would have done
something lovely. 1 suppose It wouldn't
do to adopt any of thelr customs In

ture In the modern house, It fs banded
with ribbon, top and bottom, and the
favors wrapped In cotten and thesue
paper to glve protection when they fall.

The scramble for “favors” will be after
the manner of the Mexicans, and the wnole
affalr will wind up with a cotillon and
supper,

The woman who had travelled Is going
to use the same plan at a cotillon to be
given In her spacious country place Christ-
mas week. It Is to form a feature in
the dance, and will be named “Los Po-
eados,” us the Mexicans themselves call

1t
Aunother hint to the wise,

ADELE MALLISTER
PR S SO Y

A PAYINC PROFESSION.

Many Rednced Gentlewomen Earnn Living
Ly Hale-Diressiog.
(Correspondence of the Dispatch.)
NEW YORK, December §—Some

one

told me yesterday that any number ot |

earning
following

clever, well-brad women wore
very regpectable incomes by
the professlon of dressing halr,
At first blush, I could not bellevs it
to be elther lucrative or enduring us
permancnt employment, but investigation
developed some lnteresting and valuabie
information on the subject. It appedrs
that these pirl-patitie halr-dressers
cure the patrutige of o restricted num-
ber of ladies, and work them for their
cliental only. They form scason ¢
ments, und where a patron Keeps her own
personal rmald ey visit her twice o
week, The dregsers’ dutles Inciude sham-
the perfec
Work
dand many

pooing the head, proserving
Tl

condition of the halr.
nelther tedlous nor unretl

suge- |

on a Jark gown was very pleasing.

The jewsllers are adopting this fancy
of i fashlonable leader, and crowns, there-
tore, are the preference of those who de-
sire to have their time-plecs en evidenes,

The crown Is fashioned of alender gold
wires, holding precious stones aloft. At
its base ls a swivel from which depends
the tiny watch; and, bear In mind, thut
all time=pleces should be just as fnslgnin-
cant &3 the maker will give them to you
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Of course, those Increass from B o $19 In
price for every hair brewdth taken off
thelr circumference, but it I8 alweys a

than a largs portrall,

One of these small alfalrs has b
fashionod by o leafling Jeweller to we
as & ring. the face not measuring m
than & handsome solitalr 1ts price is
double that of an onlinary watch.

wbhD DEVICES

A dead gold crab, who seems to have
.L'l"Ih.'l‘n'I. with his couain, the oysier, and
| come to the surfice, his claws Jdrippils
with pearls, is ano r of the unique li_
signa. A jewelad aclopus who has suck-
ed to him i great emerald e rpent
about whom he has arilstically wound i
wpeplors,”” will be used to cluteh the watch
of & fashtonable woman after Christmas,
and an Etruscan gold dragon, who
are digmonds and whose & alos are eme-
ralds, will form another gift to ornament
the lupel of a womun's coat
| Not so expensive t
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| e women are willlng and do pay A - 815
| g 3 for this luxury in the morning face, These come (..-\Iu l‘!.ll 1 A
i fternoon hours, | constlered the very correclest ch
| Some of these halr-dressers have fully | 10 Wesr . :
WAL E i ish Yy A=
| et hours of each day regulnely ongaged llll.;v ver, shoyld n: -“_..".-]".-'rt-.l
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:-:IJ_\ : keeps her Individual comb un v, Totm Jewsiled pin, < =y Y \
srunhes. tack  witk st oV LW i
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huuse, charging .00 for a vislt, 8o, L.I il it :' du .. Il Pty Al p '
busy womnen, thercfors, who can put jn | 8% H® FED B o, it e o omrtssy il b
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fncome of $' & day, .. | great chaim, recontly b
spectuable revenue for | SMART AND NOVEL BUCKLES. | .-
: ook 1 st ta favorita orn |
THOROUGE IRUSHING Buckles remain the Lavorite \
THOROUGH BRUSHING ] For every concslvable part of feminine |
In discussing the detalls of her calling, | aoparel ars they oo wted, A round i
e hright workes remarked that few | aooan asl d superfiusus worn | Virg \
Je appreciited the Imperative neces- ) vd womun, They nestle |
E [ thorouchly brushing the halr at the collar, confine the | Thy 1 1
least twice & day—not micere surface o) tt. until verily ©uo | !
| wiilch allow the bristles 1o ghide « tie wsed mope when In T
head, but elbow gredse judiclousiy plied v for dAiner-gowns
Ieaving a glowing scalp and cach girasmd rm of miniatores surrounded by | Tt 5
freed of dust und dandruff, "The s no .moons of thinestones 14,
other tonlc that changes roughensd, un- $Mne Dew cnes of Con- : And Fot
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i the result of experience, All in- | off the exquisite ornaments that \
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Some  tihko e In new fashlons of | 1% devisd and Yo 4
bulldlng up th ¢ seml-abinaadly, Dut | '_" particularly 1 t

{ of actual capital requited there is

Whenever a new undertakin
eaulls

“Some souls shall
pure glow,
“Pend onve uigaln thy sllvery bhow.
“Here, Hermes, bear him in thy might
“To yonder bowir's rosy light,
“And turning to that cosement white
“Sat thou his arrows keen and bright;
“The bow make taut with silken string,
“And with sure alm his prowess bring.
“There bends a head In golden light
“Like Venus on Olymple helght,
“Worthy to wear the wreath «'en now
“Poets award to lover's hrow;
“And ‘meath It dwells a heart whose
ealm,
"Like cadences of sacred Psalm,
“Invite the coming of love’s King—
*“*(lainst that his arrows let him brihg,
“The Goda of Hellas In thelr might
“Can give his shaft no higher flight”

Keen—bright the arrow sped Its way,
What heart It touched—now tell me
pray. —N. 0. D.

flush with Lowve's |

rhinestones buck
at Intervals of thicoe
golng to be worn sbout the throat with

| it louking ovir her wardrobe fant
wutumn, she found an old creps de chine
dress, dotted with bow-Knots, embyolder-
ed in white siik, and with un elaborate
| border worked in the same design, bBhe
touk two breadths of the stuff o the
assocluted artists, snd had the white
knots re-embroldered in dull blue, and
outlined with gold, Blue, pink, and gold
were put Into the border, and thea o

sldes with the crepe, the border having

of  the square. A full ruffle of

i cost of not less than Afty dollurs,
MATERIALS.

large down cushion was covered on both |

@esprit Jace wag added, and from an old |
gown & regal cushion bad been made &t | dlscoverer.
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